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An Eleventh Hour Pub.icaetizn, issued Icr she FAPA b}_rfc. FPaul Spencer
and Pvt, Russ Whitman at Belfridge F_ol3, Mich, Msliliing address: 88

Ardmore Rd., West Ha-wforpd. OCom: | This g Vol. I, Wo, 1, ¥Fgll, 1944,

COMPUSED CN THE STRACIL
An Fditoriel
by The fpeice

Of a1l times to steart a2 fanznine, Russ and T have prohavlv chosen
the worst, fer we both expect to leave for ovargceas very shorily.

But we ran across a mimeograpk acd some stencils, so we decided to
glve you a forctaste of the sort c¢f dish we nay verve up after the war.
YooFoo willing, we may even manage U2 get sc-ething more acccmplished
before then,

JANUS is to consist of all ecrts of odds and ends by the two of
ug, but sainly Tletion; we hepe to make 1t much more elaborate in the
future -~ this issue 18 being slapped tug2ther at a moment's notice,
and, ingldentally, since neither of us has had much mimeo experience
it may well be pratically illegibie. (Yes, I know "pratically" 1se
wrong, but we have no correction fluld; you can gafely expect more
such errors this time,)

We have other plans as well. I hope to issue a magazine of
ramblings when I'm a civilian agein, and Russ and I have detalled
plang for another fiction mag of a very novel type. Moreover, we
have in mind a very large project, as yet purely in the realm of
apeculatlion, but quite possible. lLest it fall to materialize, I
wvon't raise your hopes by telling you what 1t i1s; suffice it that
if we go through with it, fandom will no doubt enshrine our names
in its Hall of Fame, (Gee, I'm getting all het up about it myself})
Just watch BONFIRE for particulare, for we hope to work on it with
NFFF assistance, though we haven't approached Evans about it as yet,
pending further investigation of the possibilities, If the KFFF
vetoes the idea, we'll probably Zo it all by our lonesome twosome.

It involves, to drop a broad hint, book publishing.

Doubtless you've been wendering Just who this Russ Whitman
may be. Well, he's a fellow crypiographer, greatly interested in
writing, and especially in fantasy, though the only prozine he's
read is UNK, whlch he liked very much., We've collaborated on a
couple of yarns, one for our projected other fapazine, and one non-
fantasy., I've been working on Russ with hopes of getting him
interested in fandom, and so far he has reacted quite satisfactorily.
Investigation has revealed no tendrils, but that, you will recall, is
not a sure sign. Now I'1ll let Russ speak for himself:

James Rugsell Whitman taking over momentarily-Age 20 years, two days
at the time present-six feet two-lean as a Seven Up bottleneck,

and sentimental as hell over Gershwin, Haggard, and Errel Flynn,

And although it 1s damn near impossible to fredquent fantasy setitlings-
exceptions being my nightly daymare and my monthly epileptic, I

take pride in developing other fietion from actual incidents and
'grotioes' I nave sensuously been wedlocked with--don't end your
sentence, my dear, she told mé, "with a proposition." As you may
during some curlous hour in the morning discover, I desplse convention,
paragraphs, and so-called movie exnerts whose reviews I have lately
read, who ignorantly forgot to mention that Rene Clair -~screen
Playright, wrote 'I Married a You-Know-What," before the late

"It Happened Tomorrow," and after "The Ghost Goes West."! It reminded
me af the reviews several months ago involving Turhan Bey, which
proclaimed with trurpeta ablare that 'Here is a new screen personality
~-a new find!--8ee him make love in hls first picture!! 4dctually

he had menaced with a large ¥nife and turban many times before with
Chatlie Chan, George Raft, ard Radioc Patrol, a Universal serial of
sode five years ago. Incidentally, the tyve of review I am criticlzing
18 very common--even in Fantaay Fiction Tield,--My pet peeve-Sorry-
Warning—-don't read "The Last Nezi," by Fre-nc matter what the trash
nen saya.---One of those smsll editiore T "re to coatinue publishing
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raither saw the human or e ianpe w-
forz which he was bheunding. = Slowly Ul
lizard's bhelly began to =2:pund =nd
contract-sioke came in vwiape, t.en
clouds, and bafore tih: tiny claa; si'rp
realized what was happering, *he Tizar .
had bared his gleamiug ieeih, at t'w
sarie time belching forth ficry flanes.

That wes when Prolessor Devis
his foot~-on the chaitnleson. J'e didr'te
intend to kill it~=He marsly ecald - oe
stend to see it pobbls up the v r pt
changeling.

Nevartheless he and !
It was then that he
horned changeling.

AsscuErofessor coff Hiology, Nivis
knew that he rust take the 'thing’
baclk to the laborztory. He hed raad
of such crepturcs--iTow--

The week frail look--the trembline
-=the thing wos so amal? ard hn.ple-

Professor Davis cou 1d hngeuly gusse
that the chengeling was definitely ot
efraid. Under ordinary circunstances
it would have heen nfrcid of the human.
but this incidant reprasertnd to the
creature what Lincoln': assasination
meant to America. Ilis sorr
surpassed only by the intense onpger
he felt--the extreme uraving for tota.
and irrevocable revenrs. Lo wns gonc-
no longer would ha beleh Jorth the
exulted fire, the most holy {lanuc,

But, instead of 'howirg hiaz sngar,
the changeling vretended fear--rovongs

would be his--

"Free ma,
tinkled,

"-Ruech a helpless little Tellow,”
the Professor chuckled. Yet, 7 iniend
no harm to him--and to thin: Shat ‘e
co spet ti--unless ny ears daceive ue

"Frec ma, oh man, « .d I will give
you power over Time--"
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vare-- 1t wovld have %o he

1 oporizet speeimAn,
Pt affei t™an TR oty M6 vould” go
from carp L.t thn Junple unaceompanied,

With oniya pistol Al knilfoste
lisueet the nrrnival ei" €roos” he had
et for - '
"Uing Cod>rei--" he paspad--only tho
kuga saeke had s.teled upon the cover
2 e dpran—-Jus. abov: thn Professor!
W <l ite. 0 o0z and dorth--struck
hefare Davric reulized what had happened.
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-po lnte- *hio iostile was dead--but the
u‘dﬂr. ferpenar:s ~tere swelling rapidly-
w~ild only be a l'ew mirutes<he reached
Cor hic acti-venor kite-net there--he
had cuarelsssly Yeft it bshind--there
must e camething Lo entld do--
“Tow," T orizd., "I want time to
stop mow
There vas a owift ruct of wind--~
swant by --thea qriet--never lad ha
heard such guiet--avan in the jungle.
The leavns stopped dancing in the breeze-
“he birds vere poised cantiily in nid-air-
He noticed no more. He must et
Te tha nearest village--—too far back to
csnp . -=The wound has coased its swelling-
1t would wntiT-n

A»d so he ran as he had never run
befora-~he ha notaing to Coar -~Doctor
Tumnaly werld @ tnere earing Cer the
sick At Lo wy ciion- ~he prascd a frozon
sfpuromr s ho Poar now--ne weald be
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THE FAGURE IN THED CORWAY

by Perlu Sgdsend

63 Laurel Street Jecsfiold. Comn. -+« Coetnsi Siumd Lile w S2umien e, du09
2% Nor does it look 1ilke one beang a very conventioral, —ailms now gangle=tAn. 1Y
dgwelling of whaite chiauzo with Liue trawpiogs = An axcoed e oly maddn-elnirg mrartan
Tomg. This nouae 13 Runchaf.oRT | wunied,

For that matter Dan fiorgen was reo the gort of perean ond sual I¥ thinks of
in conneetion with hauntings. Yo wes yolg = not guits thicsy -~ and his derk
hair naé roceded over Lis temolud ve make him Zoos murely liks & yoaug 1en who i3
promaturely balding. His dary bsard, showing ibrovgh h.s gensraily 6o +hoshaven
skirn, weu.d have given him a sumewnel tgough' appearar e had his featurao net been
3o SXfS tharoughly respectaclo. He had biua eves. Irish eyns, r'rem the celitic
stveek in his methorss sidas cf the fam:ly, He was en instructor 2t Jpldwin Grllego,
snd when his naternsl aunt pussed swey aca Tell the ltow it bu him e i8S Toxe pleased
than arything else., since he know his awut only wary Sl ehfly sau thlC SCLBS NBS
only twenty minutes: welk frum the coilega.

Wity rathar large Tor one paccon, of cource." aa said o no-une in particuler
when he visited the place for <h3 first time. Tha words scoundad vory loud, as words
will whon mpoken in ap empty howse, "S81l 1 can nardly turn 3% cown, el there's
the converience, and the Jurniturc, 18 ecare waih all has wuwe's furnighiaes, you
see, ready for iumediatc Ccocupandy. DAn rcaoivad 1o advaritse To- a MousodLreper,
and alse for rcomors. Mesawhsls h=dnacided. he might ag vell gtar there howover
Yonoly it might be. 3S¢ ho moved hir meacsr weLmpings an - fron his bourding house
room, laid in a month!s anpply =< aaeily-soosed fond, clwaned She nlace up & bit,
mowed the lawn, ondnada €3 Laural 3ursct by hon€ s

The first night of his jccupeacy; s saugraecd into & bif doudle~bed - - presum-
ebly the one in which his aunt nnd disd -~ with n aclicieus zense i pioprietver-
ship and luxury. “¥n," he murmured contentadzy “all I ncad is s pretuy wifv and
I'm all set." Then, pe-versuly, he started worrying aboub tho waxes and upkeop.
Midway in his calculatiors kic thoughta bugan Lo wandar, and finaliy dissnlved inte
the nothingness »f alesp

He couldn't havo ascn csloep very leng when of a rudfen ho was fogrily awake,
hoart thudding He liatensd, wonaaring what had rosed him. A beard crosked,
Crickets cnirrupped. “'Damn,™ said Hhe house's new ovmoer suesinatly, ené rclled
over.

In ihat position howas [ecing ons of Lhe rornm:t dcors; his scelp tingled and
perspiration damperad his prjwras af hoy saw of che moon rays obroaning through the
window Sha® gomnons sboed i the coorway, Dan JTedr, unabic o 26 mars thon stare;
and the mors hn star?d tho less the likued what hu ssw.

The figura was “het of a radiam.jy ~ualthy iian of m1idls ago. .2 was dressed
in blue-snd-white pyjar:s, over whish war u deon ~ad dresding-gywn tied tight
ebout his waist with a ceacdor serd, Hix helr wav grey, that sapdoe of greoy which
gives a man an jrretionel kind of digniny; tis faco wes rathor s:£T-lc king but,
be it reseated . exconcingly hsalthy. Aad he .otiod at ben banevolently, with a
stile of ths greatess sweetness. DIAn Lisught that imile was who weost hidonus
thing he had ever saon; its kincaess was -~ GASGSIIVAE, aicturbingly o0, Jft was a

- & uel snile, simply cacanses 15 wWas SC implausikly rrieedly  Den thought of a man
spaﬁﬁxng soothing wards as ho apgroashed st toviyasd fowt, rxe bahind his back,
Thir ripars cex~ied no wenpams Lot y.t o vmB  Eoeonar, meansing.  Dan WAS given
time only +a feul, Srielly and peipnantly, this Torthdng fesr, for abraptly the
figurs wat no lupgir SN0

A mamaat letasr Dan roso unsteadily, switehed cn ihe lipht, donned his dressing
gown, and sofriy wmired tho bed=con ¢on whizh Sho nov-vacont doersiey cpned. Teoth
clencnrg, ho turnasd on the light; the rcar. chewed ro sirn »f ~scupeucy. Dan went
cut on tn: landine; it was desorted; scwie chy Bathruotis He wishel for o revolver;
but, woaponlusc, dossondond the stesrs and searchod the nouso, thon, snwiftly, tha
cellar,. lic-ora.

Dan zlent iittle for the rast of that night.

AfLer & czhower and breakfast, heovever, ho runidized quite Jpeniy tat te vid
had benn just that -= & fleocting drean corjurel vp by his wettl half-glaoping mind
He str.ilcd to the volicge faolire aliws . LAy te wentd G 0 fact, tnvs boca gay, i
hetd had nore sleop, 2. 1f thut aus.ous Grass. .o ..o shulle 1n his mand ik & Shor
Parvicularly that amile. . .« o

Thet right he elept vory soundly ind-ed.

Teont fpusl m vt bare
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